Introduction
The University of Bristol's Faculty of Health Sciences is responsible for determining the fitness of their students to complete the required elements of their course and consequently their fitness to enter practice. All candidates offered a place are required to complete and return the enclosed confidential declaration of health questionnaire. The questionnaire asks candidates to disclose specified medical conditions and to provide information on any disability/health condition that may require support whilst they are studying.
The University of Bristol is committed to ensuring equality of opportunity for students with disabilities and health conditions. Most health conditions and impairments even if substantial should not impede you from being accepted for training and will not raise fitness to practise concerns. If you have a condition which would make it impossible for you to work safely with animals and clients or to acquire the skills necessary to complete training, even with adjustments and support then you cannot be accepted onto the course. However, you should not assume that an impairment or health condition will prevent you being able to take up your offered place. For more information about health requirements please see www.rcvs.org.uk Please complete the enclosed questionnaire and sign the declaration in section 4 and then arrange for your General Practitioner to complete Section 5. Please note that you will be responsible for any charges your GP may make.
Once you have completed all sections please return in a sealed envelope by 16 June 2018 to the Occupational Health Service, University of Bristol, 1-9 Old Park Hill, Bristol. BS2 8BB. Please keep a copy and ensure that you pay the correct postage. Failure to return this on time will result in a delay in processing your application.
If you declare an impairment or health condition which might affect you in your training, an Occupational Health Advisor will contact you for more information. The Faculty of Health Sciences will be informed of any disability or health condition that would affect your fitness to practise.
If you do not take up your place the form will be destroyed. Learning e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, impaired concentration If yes to any of the above, give details e.g. extent of disability or health condition, any support needs or adjustments required at your place of study or work.
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Section 3: Your Health
Please answer all of the following questions. If you answer yes, please give further details, continuing on a separate piece of paper if necessary.
Do you have any of the following?
Yes Your patient has been offered a place to study at the University of Bristol. All prospective veterinary students need a sufficient standard of physical and mental health to enter and remain in the profession. Candidates are asked to complete and return the declaration of health questionnaire providing information to assess their fitness to practise.
We require the applicants' doctors to verify the health information provided on the basis of their knowledge of the patient.
Yes No
1.
Are you the applicant's General Practitioner? 2.
Are you a relative of the applicant? 3.
Do you hold the applicant's medical records? 4.
According to your records and knowledge of the applicant, do the answers to sections 2 and 3 appear correct? (please add any comments below) 5.
Are you aware of any additional medical information which may be relevant to this application? (please add any comments below) Details; PLEASE NOTE. A medical examination is not required. Any fee required for completion of the form is the responsibility of the patient. It is a requirement that all BVSc and BSc VNBS students are BCG and tetanus vaccinated: bristol.ac.uk/safety/health/students/precourse.html#screening.
A review of the information for your screening will be carried out by an Occupational Health Advisor, initially from your completed pre-course health questionnaire. This will provide vital information confirmed by your GP on your current immunisation status.
Failure to comply with health screening vaccination requirements may result in exclusion from core components of the taught course on health and safety grounds and a resultant failure to complete the course.
Tuberculosis
BVSc students must have a BCG vaccination for protection against tuberculosis. If you have not had this vaccination in childhood, please contact your GP if you require the vaccination. For those students arriving from elsewhere, you will be assessed in line with our new TB Policy.
Please note that currently there is a global shortage of the BCG vaccine (used for immunisation against TB). The UK contracted supplier has not been able to supply the BCG vaccine consistently and remaining stock has been prioritised by Public Health England (PHE) with vaccination for occupational risk reasons being the lowest priority.
More details will be provided to you once you start the course.
Diptheria, Tetanus, Polio (DTP)
All applicants should have received x 5 doses of this triple vaccine given throughout childhood to give a lifetime protection. If you are unsure whether you have had a full course please consult your GP who will be able to provide a booster if necessary before you start the course.
Occupational Health Service Completing your health declaration form
This guidance sheet provides answers to many frequently asked questions on completing your health declaration form and the requirement for course immunisations.
Where do I send my completed form back to?
Occupational Health Service Safety and Health Services 1-9 Old Park Hill Bristol BS2 8BB
What do I do if I lose the form?
Contact the Undergraduate Admissions Office at admissions-vet@bristol.ac.uk and they will send you another to submit.
What if I am unable to complete the form by the due date due to being away on a gap year or for any other reason?
Please notify the Occupational Health Service of any expected delay: student-occhealth@bristol.ac.uk
What if my GP is delaying completing his section?
We must have this section completed in order for the form to be assessed, please do not send it back until your GP has completed and signed section 5.
Do I need to send the form back by registered post?
You can return your form by registered post if you want confirmation of delivery, however if not standard post is sufficient. Please ensure you have paid the correct postage.
Do I need to keep a copy of the form?
Yes, in case your form does not arrive for any reason and for your own reference -take two copies if you can one for home and the other to take with you to University.
